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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To increase cleaning power by providing a heater for cleaning at a 
position farther from a discharge orifice than from a heater for printing and 
enabling application of a drive signal for larger electric power to be applied 
to a heater for cleaning compared to the power to be applied to a heater for 
printing. 

CONSTITUTION: A heater for cleaning 8 is installed at a farther position from a 
discharge orifice than a heater for printing 7, so that a larger amount of 
discharge ink 13 can be ejected compared to the case with the heater for 
printing 7. In addition, a foaming speed is accelerated beyond the level of a 
speed at which the heater for printing 7 is driven, by applying a drive signal 
for a large electric power to the heater for cleaning 8. Subsequently, foam 18 
is rapidly generated to discharge ink 13, so that the discharge speed of the 
discharged ink 13 can be accelerated. Thus cleaning power is increased, then 
fuzz 3 is discharged from the discharge orifice 2 with discharged ink 13 and is 
removed. The heater for printing 7 is separated from the heater for cleaning 
8, and therefore, the life of the heater for printing 7 no longer becomes short 
due to blank discharge for cleaning. 
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